Col. (RET) William McDonough began his presentation by noting that this regional seminar is not the first one held in the Americas on mine action topics. He listed some of the past gatherings and mentioned that the next regional seminar is scheduled for June 2004, hosted by Ecuador. Each regional seminar provides the opportunity to exchange information and perfect the international response in support of mine action. This particular seminar is devoted to the topic of landmine victims; it will cover topics ranging from data collection to medical care and socio-economic reintegration. Col. McDonough then explained the role of the OAS in support of victim assistance in the mine-affected countries of the Americas. Its primary role is one of coordination. The countries have their own national programs and the OAS works with them to facilitate the implementation of these programs. The OAS involvement in mine action began in Nicaragua in 1991, and it continues its work there today in collaboration with the Inter-American Defense Board and the Nicaraguan authorities. 

Col. McDonough then identified the five components of mine action, including humanitarian mine clearance, mine risk education, victim assistance, destruction of mine stockpiles, and advocacy. Next, he discussed some of the specific activities involved in the component of victim assistance. He explained the importance of information collection, which includes gathering data on victims and the location of mined areas, as well as the dissemination of information on services available to victims and mine awareness programs. Other important aspects of victim assistance are the provision of emergency medical care, continuing medical care and physical rehabilitation services.  Finally, programs to facilitate the economic reintegration of victims are required. Col. McDonough explained the need for various types of schooling and vocational traning, financial assistance to cover housing and food during training, initiatives to promote the hiring of disabled workers by businesses, and start-up capital for small businesses run by the disabled. He discussed a new socio-economic reintegration program launched in Nicaragua in 2002. He ended his presentation by noting the importance of national and intersectorial coordination among those entities working in support of landmine victims.

