Mr. Dennis Barlow concluded the official portion of the conference by thanking the participants for their extraordinarily rich contributions and their willingness to work long hours in discussing and refining the issues. He cited the government of Colombia for its obvious enthusiasm and interest in the subject of mine action, and specifically lauded the insights and hard work by the Antipersonnel Landmines Observatory in Bogota. 

He observed that the OAS had done an outstanding job of facilitating a regional approach to mine action in Latin America and suggested it could serve as a model elsewhere in the world.

Mr. Barlow concluded his remarks by summarizing key issues, which had been discussed during the conference; he hoped that they would be addressed in other forums as a result of the conference. The issues included the following:

· Determining the best procedures for collecting casualty information from the field and local government agencies, and for processing, maintaining, restricting, and sharing the information.  [See notes on the Data Collection Working Group (Group No. 1)].

· NGOs need to be more involved in providing and sharing national landmine information.

· More humanitarian agencies need to understand that mine action should be a precursor to socio-economic development.  Mine action needs to be mainstreamed into other activities, such as development planning.

· Attention must be drawn to the fact that landmine survivors and victims have medical and psychological needs, which are in many cases different from other trauma victims.

· Rehabilitation efforts need to be more cognizant of business input in designing re-integration programs.

· Providing landmine trauma care in remote areas. A strong case was made for doctors going directly to mined areas to practice emergency/trauma medicine and to train indigenous paramedics and first responders.  This approach could be coupled with providing treatment and training via telemedicine techniques.

· The need to increase the commonalities and communication between civilian and military mine accident services.

· Placing greater emphasis on the psychological rehabilitation needs of survivors and the needs of their families. 

· Finding best ways for survivors to know what services and rights are available to them. 

· Expanding economic opportunities and networking for survivors to facilitate reintegration.

