USAID/Colombia Land Mine Activities

USAID supports the office of the Vice President’s actions to prevent, promote and assist victims of
land mines. To date four projects are under Emplementation1. To empower the impact of the
program, the projects are focused on the same departments.

Implementing agent: Office of the Vice President of Colombia

Project: Anti-personnel Landmine Observatory

Cost: $110,355

Dates: From Jul 03 to Jul 04

Coverage: Bolivar, Cauca, Santander, Valle del Cauca, Choco, Cesar,

Arauca, Norte de Santander, Casanare

The Colombian government created the Anti-personnel Landmine Observatory to honor the
commitments acquired when Colombia signed and ratified the Ottawa Convention banning the
use, storage, production and transport of anti-personnel mines. The Observatory also applies
national measures to seize, destroy and deactivate these devices, to prevent accidents and to
assist the victims. The Information Management System for Mine Action is based at the
Observatory. It gathers, systematizes, centralizes and updates all information on the subject, in
addition to facilitating decisions on prevention, sign posting, mapping, mine removal and
assistance for victims.

The project has four components: 1) update the Information Management System for Mine Action
(IMSMA) as a tool for national and regional decision-making on prevention, sign posting, mapping,
mine removal and victim assistance; 2) encourage IMSMA's operational progress in the nine
departments with respect to producing and distributing information for the community on danger
areas, based on maps/uxo, in order to draw up national and territorial action plans for anti-
personnel mines and abandoned explosive devices; 3) locate and geo-reference 366 dangerous
areas where mine fields are known or suspected to exist; and 4) hold regional workshops to train
270 IMSMA promoters (public officials and members of civil society) on the conceptual framework,
objectives, tools and strategies of the Anti-personnel Landmine Observatory.

Implementing NGO: Colombian Campaign against Landmines CCCM

Project: Strengthening Civil Society Initiatives Grouped as Part of the
Colombian Campaign against Landmines

Cost $98,448

Dates: From Sep 2003 to Sep 2004

Coverage: Antioquia, Arauca, Bolivar, Caldas, Cauca, Caqueta, Cesar;
Chocd, Cundinamarca, Huila, Meta, Narifio, Santander y Norte de
Santander

The CCCM has defined three lines of action: i) the eradication of landmines, ii) humanitarian
clearance, and iii) comprehensive assistance for victims of landmines.

The project is designed to strengthen the Colombian Campaign against Landmines and the local
initiatives of departmental campaigns by encouraging leaders and organizations in civil society to
generate awareness and initiate action aimed at working with the various regional organizations
that have been developing local initiatives of this type.

The project includes the following activities:

1) Implementing action plans for each municipality to integrate the victims of anti-personnel
mines and their families in an economic sense and in terms of the jobs.

' See attached chart with summary of the four projects







