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Data Collection on Antipersonnel Mine Victims 

· Data Collection

· One must determine the ultimate use of the information to know what information is necessary (especially considering the costs of the process).

· Collection of data must be coordinated between the various entities to prevent duplication of efforts.

· Collection of data has to be decentralized and delivered to the national authorities.

· The reliability of the data must be verified.

· There must be an effort to standardize the collection of data.

· Respect to the victims must predominate data collection. The final use of the data and the possibilities of services and support must be transparent. 

· The ongoing existence and use of the information must be secured.

· Centralization of information

· The information should be centralized in the national authority  (this will help prevent duplication of efforts; it also helps optimize costs and assure data reliability).

· Distribution of information

· There should be a national standard for distributing data (how and what  information is distributed).

· There must be an appropriate and efficient manner of distribution.

· Restrictions in the distribution of information

· The national security context influences the distribution of information.

· Personal information should not be distributed.

· Information that could put people’s lives in danger should not be distributed.

· Other considerations

· Differences exist between countries in conflict and countries in post-conflict (this influences the manner of collection and the distribution of the data)

· It is necessary to improve the capacity at the national level to process the data

